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Windows 7 Accessibility Features Comments/follow up 

 
 
Start → All programs → Accessories → 
Ease of Access 
 

 

Ease of Access Centre 
Open windows access centre: 
windows key     + u 
 

 

Make the Computer easier to see 
and use 

1. Mouse pointer size and 
enhancements 

2. Text size 
3. Visual enhancements 
 

Control panel →Appearance and Personalisation 
→personalisation →change mouse pointers 

Magnifier 
Launch Magnifier: Win logo key  +  +  

Exit Magnifier: Win logo key  + Esc 
Full screen: ctrl + alt + f 
Lens: ctrl + alt + l 
Docked: ctrl + alt + d 

Zoom in: Win logo key + 

Zoom out: Win logo key  – 
Colour enhancements 
High contrast view: Alt+ left SHIFT + print 
screen, turn on and off high contrast view 
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Narrator – Text-to-speech  
Information about current item: Ctrl+ 
shift+ enter  
Read window: Ctrl+ shift + space 
Stop Narrator reading: ctrl 
Read current character: Insert F3 
Read current word: Insert F4 
Read current line: Insert F5 
Read current paragraph: Insert F6 
Read current page: Insert F7 
 

 

Visual Alerts & Captioning  
Start button → Control Panel → Ease of 
Access → Ease of Access Centre → Use 
text or visual alternatives for sounds  

Windows can replace sound alerts with visual cues 
like a screen flash, so system alerts are noticeable 
even when they're not heard. 
With Audio Description, you can hear a narration of 
what's happening in a video. 
 

Onscreen keyboard and text 
prediction 

1. Interface: Click, hover & scan 
mode 

2. Resizing the onscreen keyboard 
3. Word Prediction 
 

 
 

Speech recognition 
1. Training & microphones 
2. Common commands, interface 
3. Other features 
 

 
 

Desktop Gadgets 
Right click on desktop to view available 
gadgets. Right click on gadget to 
change size, appearance and display 
properties. 
 

http://windows.microsoft.com/en-
US/windows/downloads/personalize?T1=desktopgadgets  
gadgets for organisational & curriculum support 
http://windows7gadgets.net/gadgets/miscellaneous-
gadgets/say-it/  

Saving settings 
Control Panel – Personalisation Click 
Save theme. Type a name for your 
theme, and then click Save. The 
theme will appear under My Themes.  
 

To save for sharing, right click on theme, select 
save for sharing. Will save as a .themepack you 
can save it onto a thumb drive, ready to use 
on other Win 7 computers, just double click the 
theme to launch. 

Online Resources:  
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-AU/windows7/products/features/accessibility  
http://www.dedoimedo.com/computers/windows-7-settings.html  
http://www.microsoft.com/enable/training/windows7/  
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-AU/windows7/help/desktop-personalization  
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-AU/windows7/create-a-theme  
http://www.microsoft.com/education/about/default.mspx  
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows7/Keyboard-shortcuts list of Win 7 keyboard 
shortcuts  
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Overview of accessibility features in Windows 7 

 

Feature Description 

Ease of Access Center Provides a centralized location in the Control Panel where you can 
adjust accessibility settings and programs. You can also get 
recommendations for settings to make your PC easier to see, hear, and 
use. 

Magnifier Magnifies the screen or a portion of the screen to make text, images, 
and objects easier to see. 

On-Screen Keyboard A visual, on-screen keyboard with all the standard keys that you can 
use instead of a physical keyboard. On-Screen Keyboard also lets you 
type and enter data with a mouse or other pointing device. 

Narrator Reads aloud on-screen text and describes some events (such as error 
messages appearing) that happen while you're using the computer. 

Speech Recognition  Enables you to interact with your computer using only your voice while 
maintaining, or even increasing, your productivity. 

Change text size  Lets you make text and objects larger and easier to see without losing 
graphics quality. 

Personalization You can add a personal touch to your computer by changing the 
computer's theme, color, sounds, desktop background, screen saver, 
font size, and user account picture. You can also select specific 
gadgets for your desktop. 

Touch  If you've got a touch-screen monitor, you can just touch your 
computer screen for a more direct and natural way to work. Use your 
fingers to scroll, resize windows, play media, and pan and zoom. 

Keyboard shortcuts  Keyboard combinations of two or more keys that, when pressed, can 
be used to perform a task that would typically require a mouse or other 
pointing device. Keyboard shortcuts can make it easier to interact with 
your computer, saving you time and effort. 

Sticky Keys  Instead of having to press three keys at once (such as when you must 
press the CTRL, ALT, and DELETE keys simultaneously to log on to 
Windows), you can press one key at a time when Sticky Keys is turned 
on. 

Mouse Keys Instead of using the mouse, you can use the arrow keys on the numeric 
keypad to move the pointer. 

Filter Keys Ignore keystrokes that occur in rapid succession and keystrokes that 
are held down for several seconds unintentionally. 

Visual Notifications Replace system sounds with visual cues, such as a flash on the screen, 
so system alerts are announced with visual notifications instead of 
sounds. 

Captions Get information via animations and video that some programs use to 
indicate that activity is happening on your computer. 



Op
 

 

 

pening Windowws: Accessibility

Scre

Start →

y & Win 7 - Inc

eenshot o

→ All prog

lusive Learning

of windo

grams →

g Technologies

 
 
 
 

ows & Ea
 

→ Access

s Conference 

ase of Ac

sories → 

2010                 

ccess Ce

Ease of A

  

entre 

Access 

 

 



Opening Windows: Accessibility & Win 7 - Inclusive Learning Technologies Conference 2010                   
 

 
Follow up Plan: GROW 
 

G – My GOAL as a result of participating in this workshop is:  

 

 

 

 

How will I know I have achieved my goal?____________________________________________ 

R – The REALITY of my current situation is: 

 

 

 

O- My OPTIONS are: 

 

 

 

W – I WILL... what will I do now? 

 

 

 

 

I need some support with: (My Reality) 

 

 

 

Who will I contact to receive support? (My Options) 

 

 
 


