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The resources for this presentation are located on our Apple and Apps Related resources page 
at http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apple/.  We hope you find this page useful!

The Prezi that goes with this handout is at http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apps-and-
mobile-learning/ipad-basics/ipads-for-special-education-presentation/ 

Any text which is blue and underlined can be clicked on to take you directly to the link I 
refer to.

iPad basics
Please see the entry on iPad Basics on our blog. Of particular interest is the Macworld iPad2 
Starter Guide. 

Also, make sure you check out  Apple’s App License Agreement or there is great summary of 
this from Assistiveware.

It is also really worth checking out the wealth of resources on the iPads for Learning site.  These 
include lots of nuts and bolts of rolling out iPads in schools and a wealth of other information.

(Please see the end of this handout for further links and resources in this area)

Teaching and Learning – content
The iPad is a fabulous teaching tool.  Of course, we always need to keep good teaching 
practice in mind when using it.  We always need to consider the student, the environment and 
the task when picking the best tool for each situation.  Think about using the SETT framework or 
another similar model when making these decisions. You might also want to consider using an 
evaluation rubric within your school for sorting and sharing information about Apps.

The iPad can be used to support both reading and writing goals within literacy.  Consider using 
Digital Storybook Apps to support early readers – apps such as “The Grinch” (from Oceanhouse 
Media) and Sir Charlie Stinky Socks (from Kiwa Media) or Far to the North HD (from PicPocket 
Books).  Books which have word-by-word highlighting can be helpful for emergent readers and 
writers.  I have had enormous success with some students who have been really motivated by 
the word-by-word highlighting – but we need to make sure that we don’t continue to use word-
by-word highlighting once students start to develop their literacy skills as we need to make sure 
that students develop appropriate eye movements (and we don’t move our eyes in a straight 
line from left to right as we become competent readers).

Use books like “When You Grow Up” from Stepworks to help students develop language and 
vocabulary concepts. And check out Digital Storytime for digital storybook app reviews and the 
Daily Deal Page.

Apple’s own eBook reader, iBooks, is also a growing source for eBooks.  The Australian store 
now has a much greater range, and children’s picture books are starting to appear in greater 

http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apple/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apps-and-mobile-learning/ipad-basics/ipads-for-special-education-presentation/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apps-and-mobile-learning/ipad-basics/ipads-for-special-education-presentation/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apps-and-mobile-learning/ipad-basics/ipad-basics/
http://www.macworld.com/article/159108/2011/04/ipad_2_starter_guide.html
http://www.macworld.com/article/159108/2011/04/ipad_2_starter_guide.html
http://www.apple.com/legal/itunes/us/terms.html#APPS
https://support.assistiveware.com/index.php?pg=kb.page&id=50
http://www.ipadsforeducation.vic.edu.au/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/tools-and-resources/sett/
http://learninginhand.com/blog/evaluation-rubric-for-educational-apps.html
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/how-the-grinch-stole-christmas/id343766429?mt=8
http://www.oceanhousemedia.com/products/
http://www.oceanhousemedia.com/products/
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/sir-charlie-stinky-socks-really/id408773184?mt=8
http://www.kiwamedia.com/
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/far-to-the-north-hd/id412667844?mt=8
http://www.picpocketbooks.com/browse-all-books/?cat_id=269
http://www.picpocketbooks.com/browse-all-books/?cat_id=269
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/id420575929?mt=8
http://digital-storytime.com/
http://digital-storytime.com/sale.php
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/ibooks/id364709193?mt=8
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numbers.  Check out iBooks such as “Baby Wombat’s Week”.  Enhanced iBooks are also 
available (although small in number) and contain audio to go with the book.  “Bach’s Farm 
Animals” is a free enhanced eBook that you can use to check out this format.  You can also just 
search for enhanced books in the iBookstore to see the range. 

In addition, you can turn your own PPT or Word books and photo stories into PDFs or ePubs and 
install them in the iBookstore.  As promised, I will develop a step-by-step handout on how to do 
this and add it to our resources.

And don’t forget that TarHeel Reader is now compatible with the iPad too.  

There are a range of writing tools (and apps which can be used as writing tools) on the iTunes 
store.  Check out Greg O’Connor’s list of Apps for Literacy Support for a list of his favourite tools 
in this area.

Apps which were specifically demonstrated in this session were:
Pages
SpeakIt!
Verbally
Dragon Dictation
Notability

The iPad can also be used to help students work on literacy goals in other areas too.  For 
example, Word Wall HD can be used to help develop phonological awareness through onset 
rime (see http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/article/onset-rime-word-families for more information 
on this).

Other Apps which can be used within the classroom include:
Whizzy Kids
What am I?
Clicky Sticky
Paint Sparkles
Jungle Coins (one of the few apps with Australian coins)
Math Bingo
PhotoMind

And there is a really large variety of apps which can be used by students with complex 
communication needs to communicate with.  In this session I demonstrated TapSpeak 
Sequence and Predictable – but these are only some of the apps available in this area.  For 
a full list of Apps in this area plus my descriptions and ratings of them check out http://www.
spectronicsinoz.com/article/iphoneipad-apps-for-aac

For those of you who are getting iPad 2s through the National Secondary Schools Computer 
Funding, the list of Apps suggested for purchase with this funding will be available on our Apps 
page soon.

(Please see the end of this handout for further links and resources in this area)

http://itunes.apple.com/au/book/baby-wombats-week/id435478220?mt=11
http://itunes.apple.com/au/book/bachs-farm-animals-enhanced/id423479610?mt=11
http://itunes.apple.com/au/book/bachs-farm-animals-enhanced/id423479610?mt=11
http://www.tarheelreader.org
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/article/apps-for-literacy-support
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/pages/id361309726?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/speak-it-text-to-speech/id308629295?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/verbally/id418671377?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/dragon-dictation/id341446764?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/notability/id360593530?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/word-wall-hd/id430272237?mt=8
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/article/onset-rime-word-families
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/whizzy-kids/id436977680?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/what-am-i-riddles-for-kids-hd/id436655944?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/clickysticky/id365850969?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/paint-sparkles-draw-my-first/id435539858?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/jungle-coins-learn-coin-math/id380864501?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/math-bingo/id371338715?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/photomind-picture-reminders/id412456413?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/tapspeak-sequence-for-ipad/id379541810?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/tapspeak-sequence-for-ipad/id379541810?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/predictable/id404445007?mt=8
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/article/iphoneipad-apps-for-aac
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/article/iphoneipad-apps-for-aac
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Sources for Quality App Reviews
There are a range of sites which offer reviews of Apps.  Particuarly, look for sites where Apps 
are reviewed by teachers or special ed teachers, although Apps 4 Children with Special Needs 
does offer videos of apps which can be very helpful.

Please see the end of this handout for my suggestions and favourites.

Tips and Tricks
Make sure that you become aware of the Settings within the iPad that can be useful.  Look 
at restrictions – you can turn off deleting Apps and restrict access to some other apps and 
features.

Also look at the settings within Apps.  Many special education specific apps have options to 
change the responsiveness of the touch screen which can help some students.  

Working through the MacWorld iPad 2 Starter Guide will also give you some other helpful tips 
and tricks.

(Please see the end of this handout for further links and resources in this area)

Accessibility and Access
Look at Apple’s Accessibility documentation for the iPad and iPad 2.  Also check out Luis 
Perez’s YouTube Channel which has some great videos in this area and David Woodbridge’s 
MP3s on VoiceOver on the Vision Australia website.

The other information I covered in this area is included in my recent blog “Access Options and 
Accessories for iPads….Gathering Strength as They Grow”.

(Please see the end of this handout for further links and resources in this area)

Accessories
Some of the information I covered in this area is included in my recent blog “Access Options 
and Accessories for iPads….Gathering Strength as They Grow”.

You can also look at the end of this handout for further links and resources in this area.

Opinions and Research
Please look at the links at the end of this document for the articles and information I referred to 
in this area.

And don’t forget – this is a static document.  We will be constantly updating our web page at 
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apple/ with new links, resources, opinions, ideas and 
information.

http://a4cwsn.com/
http://www.apple.com/accessibility/ipad/vision.html
http://www.youtube.com/user/lfperez72
http://www.youtube.com/user/lfperez72
http://www.visionaustralia.org/info.aspx?page=2303
http://www.visionaustralia.org/info.aspx?page=2303
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apps-and-mobile-learning/access-options-and-accessories-for-ipads-gathering-strength-as-they-grow/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apps-and-mobile-learning/access-options-and-accessories-for-ipads-gathering-strength-as-they-grow/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apps-and-mobile-learning/access-options-and-accessories-for-ipads-gathering-strength-as-they-grow/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apps-and-mobile-learning/access-options-and-accessories-for-ipads-gathering-strength-as-they-grow/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apple/
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RESOURCES AND LINKS

iPad Basics
From Our Blog
iPad Basics 
iPads for Special Education (Prezi that goes with this handout)

External Links
Apple’s own iPad Basics
Macworld iPad2 Starter GuideiPad
Quick Start Guide from iPadsforLearning 
Apple’s iPad2 manual 
Apple’s App License Agreement 
Assistiveware’s explanation of App licensing 

Teaching and Learning
From Our Blog
All about Apps for Special Education 
Educational Apps and Resources for the iPad and iPhone
QR Codes – What are they and how can I use them in my classroom

External Links
iPads in the Classroom
Getting Started: Classroom ideas for learning with the iPad from iPads for Learning 
Why The iPad Should be used in Classrooms 
Ipads in Education 
Teach with your iPad 
Slide2Learn 
Evaluation Rubric for Educational Apps 
iPad support booklet for Special Education from iPads for Learning
iPad for Learning 
Digital Storytelling with the iPad 

Sources for Quality App Reviews
From Our Blog
AAC Apps list 
Literacy Support Apps list
 Visual Support Apps list 
iPhone, iPad and iTouch apps for people who have low vision, and teachers of students who 
have a vision impairment (Updated to include the iPad 2) 
What’s Appropriate: Using iTunes to Find Gems for Your Students in the App Store 

http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apps-and-mobile-learning/ipad-basics/ipad-basics/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/category/apps-and-mobile-learning/ipad-basics/
http://www.apple.com/au/support/ipad/basics/
http://www.ipadsforeducation.vic.edu.au/userfiles/files/iPad_Quick_Start_Guide_DEECD.pdf
http://manuals.info.apple.com/en_US/iPad_iOS4_User_Guide.pdf
http://www.apple.com/legal/itunes/us/terms.html#APPS
https://support.assistiveware.com/index.php?pg=kb.page&id=50
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/new-technologies/all-about-apps-for-special-education/
http:/www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/web-links/educational-apps-and-resources-for-the-ipad-and-iphone/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apps-and-mobile-learning/qr-codes-what-are-they-and-how-can-i-use-them-in-my-classroom/
file://spec-svr01/Company/Graphics/Design/_SPECTRONICS/_PRODUCTS/Spectronics%20Misc%20Stuff/edu.au/ipad-in-the-classroom
http://asp-uk.secure-zone.net/v2/index.jsp?id=639/684/1619&lng=en
http://www.ipadinschools.com/284/why-the-ipad-should-be-used-in-classrooms/
http://www.ipadineducation.co.uk/iPad_in_Education/Welcome.html
http://teachwithyouripad.wikispaces.com/
http://slidetolearn.ning.com
http://learninginhand.com/blog/evaluation-rubric-for-educational-apps.html
file://spec-svr01/Company/Graphics/Design/_SPECTRONICS/_PRODUCTS/Spectronics%20Misc%20Stuff/education.vic.edu.au/userfiles/files/DEECD iPad support booklet for special education.pdf
http://www.ipadsforeducation.vic.edu.au/
https://sites.google.com/site/digitalstorytellingwiththeipad/home
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/article/iphoneipad-apps-for-aac
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/article/apps-for-literacy-support
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/tools-and-resources/visual-support-apps-for-ipodipad/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/web-links/iphone-ipad-and-itouch-apps-for-people-who-have-low-vision-and-teachers-of-students-who-have-a-vision-impairment/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/web-links/iphone-ipad-and-itouch-apps-for-people-who-have-low-vision-and-teachers-of-students-who-have-a-vision-impairment/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/conference-2010/whats-appropriate-using-itunes-to-find-gems-for-your-students-in-the-app-store-blog-version/
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External Links
Broxterman’s Bugle 
Moms with Apps 
Teachers with Apps 
Apple’s Apps for Teachers 
Apple’s Apps for Learning to Read 
Apple’s Special Education Apps 
iPad in Schools 
Therapy App 411 
SpedApps2 
Teach with Your iPad 
Inov8 Educational Consulting and There’s a special App for that from Inov8
Ipodsibilities 
Apps for Children with Special Needs 
Special Needs Apps for Kids 
iPhone, iPad and iPod touch Apps for (Special) Education by Eric Sailers 
IEducation Apps Review 

Tips and Tricks
From our blog
Access Options and Accessories for iPads…. Gathering Strength as They Grow 

Links:
50 Really useful iPad 2 tips and tricks 

Accessibility and Access
From Our Blog 
Access Options and Accessories for iPads…. Gathering Strength as They Grow 
iPhone, iPad and iTouch apps for people who have low vision, and teachers of students who 
have a vision impairment (Updated to include the iPad 2)
 Switch scanning on iPads? Yes...well...sort of! 

External Links
Instructional MP3s from Vision Australia for using the iPad with VoiceOver 
Apple iPad Accessibility 
Videos on iOS Accessibility Features on Luis Perez’s YouTube Channel 
ATMac 

http://broxtermansblog.blogspot.com/
http://www.momswithapps.com
http://teacherswithapps.com/
http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?fcId=444204754&ign-mscache=1
http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?fcId=432218476
http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?fcId=422394159
http://www.ipadinschools.com/284/why-the-ipad-should-be-used-in-classrooms/
http://www.therapyapp411.com/
http://spedapps2.wikispaces.com/
http://teachwithyouripad.wikispaces.com/
http://www.inov8-ed.com
http://www.inov8-ed.com/category/special-app-for-that/
http://web.me.com/meg.wilson/iPodsibilities/Home.html
http://a4cwsn.com/
http://www.snapps4kids.com/
http://www.scribd.com/doc/24470331/iPhone-iPad-and-iPod-touch-Apps-for-Special-Education
http://www.iear.org/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apps-and-mobile-learning/access-options-and-accessories-for-ipads-gathering-strength-as-they-grow
http://appsineducation.blogspot.com/2011/04/50-really-useful-ipad-2-tips-and-tricks.html
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apps-and-mobile-learning/access-options-and-accessories-for-ipads-gathering-strength-as-they-grow
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/web-links/iphone-ipad-and-itouch-apps-for-people-who-have-low-vision-and-teachers-of-students-who-have-a-vision-impairment/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/web-links/iphone-ipad-and-itouch-apps-for-people-who-have-low-vision-and-teachers-of-students-who-have-a-vision-impairment/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/new-technologies/switch-scanning-on-ipads-yes-well-sort-of
http://www.visionaustralia.org/info.aspx?page=2303
http://www.apple.com/accessibility/ipad/vision.html
http://www.youtube.com/user/lfperez72
http://atmac.org/
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Accessories
From Our Blog
Access Options and Accessories for iPads…. Gathering Strength as They Grow 
iPhone and iPod accessories: iMainGoX and Pogo Sketch
 
External Links:
Bluetooth iPad keyboard case from ThinkGeek
Gumdrop Series cases
Geek SLP review of iPad stands
iAdapter iPad case
iBallz cases
iPad Blue2 Switch Interface
iPad Keyguards
iPad satchel
TherapyBox switch interface
Otterbox Defender iPad cases
Shape Dad Styluses
ZAGG invisible shield

Opinion
From our Blog
AAC Apps – Speaking APPropriately 
iHelp for Autism – the story of a boy and an iPad 

External Links
“Learning: Is there an App for that”
App called Proloquo2Go whets appetite of non-verbal child
Apple iPad2  launch video segment on iPads with children with autism
iPads are not a miracle for Autism
Mobile Devices and Communication Apps and AAC RERC White Paper
Why the iPad should be in classrooms

Favourite Sites and Resources
iTeach in Special Ed on Facebook
iPads for Learning 
Accessibility in Education Wiki from Apple
Teaching Learners with Multiple Special Needs 

http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apps-and-mobile-learning/access-options-and-accessories-for-ipads-gathering-strength-as-they-grow
http:/www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/new-technologies/iphone-and-ipod-accessories-imaingox-and-pogo-sketch/
http://www.thinkgeek.com/computing/keyboards-mice/e65a/
http://www.gumdropcases.com/apple-ipad-2-cases.html
http://www.geekslp.com/2011/02/ipad-stands%E2%80%A6-here-is-where-i-stand-on-the-topic/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/product/iadapter-for-ipad
http://www.iballz.info/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/product/blue2-bluetooth-switch
http://www.laseredpics.biz/servlet/StoreFront
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/product/ipad-satchel
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/product/switchbox-for-ipad-ipod-touch-or-iphone
http://www.otterbox.com/apple-ipad-cases/apple-ipad-cases,default,sc.html
http://www.etsy.com/shop/shapedad?section_id=7266379
http://www.invisibleshield.com.au/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/tools-and-resources/aac-apps-speaking-appropriately/
http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/apps-and-mobile-learning/ihelp-for-autism-a-story-of-a-boy-and-an-ipad/
http://joanganzcooneycenter.org/Reports-27.html
http://www.globalnews.ca/health/called+Proloquo2Go+whets+appetite+verbal+child/4600963/story.html
http://www.brainparade.com/blog/2011/03/video-from-ipad-2-launch-ipad-for-autism-education/
http://www.wired.com/geekdad/2011/03/ipads-are-not-a-miracle-for-autism-geekdad-opinion/
http://aac-rerc.psu.edu/index.php/pages/show/id/46
http://www.ipadinschools.com/284/why-the-ipad-should-be-used-in-classrooms/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_122716487786903&ap=1
http://www.ipadsforeducation.vic.edu.au/
http://treetops.org.au/groups/
http://teachinglearnerswithmultipleneeds.blogspot.com/

